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 Congressman Olver and Senators Kennedy and Kerry worked to make                sure the funding was included in the final version of the bill.                This is the third year that the project has received federal funding.

               "Food safety is of concern to all of us," Olver said.                "The UMass program is a great example of collaboration between                the government and university researchers, with the goal of improving                public health."

               The Safe Seafood Project combines food microbiology, chemistry and                computer models into a research system that examines issues of seafood                safety.

               "Public health and safety are an increasingly urgent priority,"                said Senator Kennedy. "UMass Amherst has demonstrated its excellence                in food safety research. This funding will enable it to continue                its essential work protecting the nation's seafood."

               "An ounce of prevention is worth a pound of cure," said                Senator John F. Kerry. "This funding will unleash the enormous                capacity of UMass to conduct research in the name of public safety.                I am glad that we were able to come together and provide the resources                necessary to conduct the Safe Seafood Project at UMass Amherst."

               For more information on the Safe Seafood Project, contact Dr. Fergus                Clydesdale, Professor of Food Science at 413-545-2275 or Dr. Robert                Levin, Professor of Food Science at 413-545-0187.
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